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Following the discussion on the proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of 
the Council on serious cross-border threats to health, COM (2011) 866, included as item 14 
of the Annual Working Program of the National Assembly on European Union Issues 2011 
and taking into consideration the statement of the respective Healthcare Committee within 
the Bulgarian Parliament, the Committee on European Affairs and Oversight of the 
European Funds (CEAOEF) expresses the following statement, which is to be sent to the 
European institutions in the framework of the political dialogue:  
 
1. CEAOEF welcomes the proposal for a Decision establishing common EU legislation,        

covering all major cross-border health threats. CEAOEF believes that the proposed decision 
will enable Member States to actively cooperate with each other as well as with the EU 
structures, aimed at minimizing the adverse impact of potential public health emergencies 
of international concern. 

 
2. The proposal for a Decision is consistent with the principle of subsidiarity, as set out in 

Art. 5, paragraph 3 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), since its objectives can be 
better achieved at EU level due to the explicit cross-border effect of the serious threats to 
health, included in the proposal. The serious cross-border health threats require consistent 
and coordinated approach between the Member States in order to limit the risk of spreading 
them further and to minimize their negative consequences. 

 
3. The proposal for a Decision is in compliance with the principle of proportionality, 

established in article 5, paragraph 4 of TEU, since it does not go beyond what is necessary 
to achieve the objectives of the Treaties. The proposal builds on the experience gained in 
the field of coordination of the communicable diseases. It is aimed at enhancing the 
capacity for effective response to serious cross-border health threats through preparedness 
and response planning, permanent surveillance and ad-hoc monitoring, risk assessment and 
risk management. CEAOEF welcomes the opportunity for closer coordination between 
Member States through the Union Civil Protection Mechanism. 

 
4. CEAOEF, taking into account the recommendation of the Parliamentary Healthcare 

Committee, considers that further elaboration on the text of Art. 5 of the proposal 
concerning the joint procurement of medical countermeasures is needed. In this regard, 
CEAOEF encourages additional clarification on its implementation by the European 
Commission. In particular, CEAOEF considers necessary that the joint procurement 
procedure, the competent authority, responsible for assignment, monitoring and control of 
the joint procurement procedures and the financial implications on the Member States, is 
further clarified. 


